
HIGH FLIGHT
A musical commemoration
of the 70th anniversary of
the Battle of Britain

St Clement Danes -
The Central Church of The Royal Air Force
Wednesday 26 May at 6:30pm

Six new works for soloists and string quartet
by Trinity College of Music composition students,
performed live by The Finzi Quartet, Timothy Connor
and Ruben Jacinto to archival film footage.

The Battle of Britain was a key moment in British history which shaped all

our lives. 1940 saw a turning point inWWII, with a mighty onslaught on

the country by Hitler’s Luftwaffe. A strategic response through cat and

mouse air tactics, coupled with superior technology and great bravery

and skill from RAF pilots, gave Britain the upper hand, which ultimately

changed the outcome of the war. There are still living survivors from this

historical battle, who at the time ofWWII were the same age as many of

our Trinity students are now. Our student composers have written new

pieces of music reflecting on these momentous events.

This concert follows on from the success of our event at the Old Royal

Naval College to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Falklands

Conflict. As a result of this wonderful new work, our composition students

were asked by the Royal Air Forces Association to write newmusic to mark

the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain.

Professor Derek Aviss
Trinity College of Music Principal

Performers

The Finzi Quartet
Trinity College of Music Bulldog Junior Fellows
First prize winners in the 2010 Royal Overseas League

Competition, the Finzi Quartet was formed under the

guidance of Dr Christopher Rowland at the Royal Northern

College of Music. Recently selected by the Tillett Trust and the

Park Lane Group, 2010 saw the Quartet’s debut at both the

Wigmore Hall and the Purcell Room in London. Future

projects include a recording of Sir John Tavener’s ‘Towards

Silence’, and an Aldeburgh Residency in early 2011.

Ruben Jacinto, Clarinet
Born in Montijo, Portugal, Ruben is studying on the Masters

Programme at Trinity College of Music. He received a

Leverhulme Orchestral Mentorship and TCM Scholarship. He

is a member of the New Lisbon Orchestra where he is

developing his career in contemporary music.

Timothy Connor, Bass-Baritone
Timothy was born in Ballymena, Northern Ireland. He studied

at Trinity College of Music and recently performed the title

role in Jonathan Dove's Pig. He performed at the 2009

Musique Cordiale Festival in the South of France. Tim is a

Concordia Foundation Artist. In 2010 he will sing the title

role with Co-Opera Company's "The Marriage of Figaro"

throughout the UK.

s

AndrewMorley, Conductor
Andrew studied conducting with Peter Stark at Trinity

College of Music, winning the Ricordi Conducting Prize. He

teaches at Junior Trinity and Oxford Brookes University and

holds conducting posts with St. Paul's Sinfonia, the BBC

Elstree Concert Band and Southampton University

Sinfonietta. In 2004 he was awarded first prize in the Allianz-

Cornhill Musical Insurance Conducting Competition.

Thanks to…
Thanks to Matthew Lee and the Trustees of the Imperial

War Museum for permission to show the film footage,

Ian Thirsk, Ewan Burnet and David Keen from the RAF

Museum Hendon, Grahame Jones, DebbraWalters,

Sophia Ball, Tom Gisby, EvaWoloshyn, the Golubovich

Foundation and The Hon. Tim Lewin.

Trinity College of Music
Located in the beautifulWren designed King Charles Court at

the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich, Trinity College of

Music is one of the UK’s leading conservatoires for

professional musicians. It is a creative and cosmopolitan

community of performers, composers, teachers and

researchers. The college runs a vibrant programme of

performances and festivals as well as groundbreaking

education, community and social-inclusion schemes. In 2005

Trinity College of Music and Laban, a leading centre of

contemporary dance, came together to form Trinity Laban

Conservatoire of Music and Dance.

RAF Association
The RAF Association provides support for past and present

members of the RAF and their families, from the youngest

airman to our oldest veteran. Some of the money raised from

this concert will help to support this vital cause.
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Pathway to the Sun for Clarinet and String Quartet, by Cathleen Cheshire
Cathleen was awarded a Trinity College Scholarship in 2008. In 2009 she created an installation piece for the Festival of Time

and Space at the Greenwich Royal Observatory.

“ ‘Pathway to the Sun’ begins with a horrific siren-like sound, which reflects the violent footage of burning buildings. We are then

taken into a new soundworld where the clarinet plays against the ebb and flow of the string quartet.” Cathleen Cheshire

Through a distant viewer’s eye for String Quartet, by Simone Spagnolo
Simone was born in Salerno, Italy. His music has been performed and broadcast in the UK, Italy, USA, Norway and Czech

Republic. His work ‘Pleiades’won the 2009 Philip Bates Prize at the Birmingham Conservatoire. He also wrote a ballet score for

the 2009 Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

“This composition is my response to these events from a physical and emotional distance, hence the title: Through a distant

viewer’s eye.” Simone Spagnolo

Airman for String Quartet, by Hannah Varty
Hannah is completing her Masters Degree at Trinity College of Music. In 2009, she was nominated for the Harriet Cohen

Memorial Award.

“I felt an important connection to this work, as my own brother is currently serving as a helicopter pilot in the Royal Air Force.

The piece is dedicated to him. The chorale-likemusic attempts to assist the listener in contemplating a subject, which continues to be

extremely relevant today.” Hannah Varty

INTERVAL 15 MINUTES

The RAF Association President’s Band conducted by Peter Stockdale will perform classics from

the film andmarching repertoire

Fighter Command K Alwyn

Band of Brothers M Kamen

Longest Day P Anka

Stranger on the Shore Bilk/Mellin

The Great Escape Bernstein/Stillman

Out of Africa J Barry

Battle of Britain R Goodwin

A Tribute to the Liberators Van Lijnchooten

RAF AssociationMarch A E Sims

The Royal Air Forces Association President’s Band
The RAF Association President's Band comprises approximately 40 talented volunteer musicians,

including ex-RAF and military band members. The band has performed at Shepway Air Festival,

Brighton Pavilion, and Remembrance Services at the Air Forces Memorial - Runnymede. Foreign Tours

have included the Czech Republic where it shared a concert with the Central Band of the Czech Army.

The band will tour Bayeaux, Northern France for August 2010.

Peter StockdaleMBE Conductor
Following training at the RAF School of Music he was posted to various bands both at home and overseas,

including the prestigious ‘Central Band of the Royal Air Force’. Peter was awarded the silver medal from

theWorshipful Company of Musicians for the most outstanding student.

He was appointed Bandmaster of the ‘Central Band of the Royal Air Force’ in 1993, receiving the

MBE in the 1996 NewYear’s Honours List for services to the RAF and the local community.

Programme
Introduction by the RAF Association’s Group Captain Bob Hounslow and Dr Deirdre Gribbin, Fellow in Composition at Trinity.

Vicarious for String Quartet, by Matt Roberts
Matt Roberts was born in the north-east of England in 1986. He studied Jazz at Leeds College of Music. He recently directed

his work at Ronnie Scott's Jazz Club. He was the recipient of the 2009 'Worshipful Company of Musicians Prize' and the 2010

'Dankworth Prize for Jazz Composition'.

“I am fortunate to be part of a generation that has not had to live through amilitary invasion on our country. Many of us feel a

certain distance from the reality of war. We experience war vicariously through the skewed and tinted images we are fed via the

media. I have tried to capture the feelings of fear and despair of the civilians looking up to the sky as they hear the planes

approaching.” Matt Roberts

High Flight for Bass-Baritone and String Quartet, by John Chambers
John Chambers was born in Bedfordshire in 1985. He studied Composition at Trinity College of Music where he won The John

Halford and Daryl Runswick Composition Prizes. He currently lives and works in London.

“The film depicts the extreme nature of a pilot’s existence: slow tedious waiting hours interspersed with the brief terror of aerial

combat. The poem on the other hand deals, in beautifully lyrical terms, with the physical and spiritual nature of flying. I hope that

mymusic hasmarried these ideas together, and is a fitting tribute to all those who fought.” John Chambers

High Flight

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared and swung

High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung

My eager craft through footless halls of air.

Up, up the long delirious, burning blue,

I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace

Where never lark, or even eagle flew -

And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod

The high un-trespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand and touched the face of God.

Pilot Officer Gillespie Magee, No 412 Squadron, RCAF, killed 11 December 1941

By kind permission from The Rev Hugh Gillespie Magee

Silence the Silence for Clarinet and String Quartet, by Amir Sadeghi Konjani
Amir Sadeghi Konjani was born in Iran. He is the winner of the 24th International Fadjr Music Festival and in 2009 was awarded

a Trinity College of Music scholarship.

“There was a unique instant. Doors were ajar. There were no leaves,

nor branches. The garden of extinction had emerged. Birds aremute.

This silence, the silence…“ Amir Sadeghi Konjani

Peter Stockdale MBE


